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thee to stumble, pluck it out and cast it off from thee : for it is
profitable for thee that one of thy members (of the body) should
perish and not that thy whole body be cast into hell." For Christians,
therefore, the Seventh Commandment, before everything else, is a
law of chastity and the sin of adultery includes every kind of unlawful
sexual indulgence whether in thought or deed.
St. Paul, in his writings in the New Testament deals at length
with the 'lusts' of the flesh which was against die soul. He frequently
uses the word, "fornication' for the various sins of the flesh. To his
new converts, he writes that:
They must put away the conduct which was formerly
characteristic of their lives (Colossians 3:7-10). They
must not act with the passion of lust of heathen who
do not know God (I Thessalonians 4:5)
He condemns ungodliness and wickedness of men who indulged in
dishonorable passions. The condition was so deplorable that Paul
had to write and say:
Their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural
and the men likewise gave unnatural relations with
women and were consumed with passion for one
another, men committing shameless acts with men and
receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their
error (Romans 1:26-27).
The canons of the Council of Illiberis (Elvira in Spain) have
furnished a regulating principle for the ecclesiastical legislation of
succeeding ages. Canon 14, says virgins soccuiares, guilty of
fornication should undergo a year's penance and should marry their
seducers. According to Canon 72, a widow who commits adultery
must undergo a penance of five years, and, if practicable, must
marry her seducer. Canon 69 imposes five years' penance for a
single act of adultery, while Canon 64 imposes 10 years for adultery
persisted in for any length of time and enacts that there must be no
restoration to communion so long as the sinner persists in the
sinful life.
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